
In the last 6 months, we have seen an increase 
in the cases of BVD virus infection and persis-
tent infection in calves. Bovine viral diarrhea 
virus, BVDv is a virus that can cause a wide vari-
ety of signs and illnesses. In adult cattle, abor-
tions, respiratory signs, diarrhea and immune 
compromise are diseases seen with BVD. In 
young calves exposed to the virus, a myriad of 
diseases occur but most importantly their im-
mune systems are profoundly compromised. 
They are more susceptible to other diseases 
that they normally can fight off.   
 
Calves can be born with the BVD virus. This oc-
curs when the cow, while pregnant, gets ex-
posed to the virus at a certain stage of pregnan-
cy, the calf sees the virus as “normal” and does 
not kill the virus. The calf is born with the virus, 
not necessarily sick, but is shedding the virus—
in its feces, in its nasal and oral secretions.  Put 
this calf in a group of other calves, (Think kin-
dergarten classroom with 60 kids) and then give 
them the normal diarrhea bugs, a wet winter 
and BOOM!!!!!!!!!!  Sick calves.   
 
Questions to ask yourself.  
1. Am I treating more calves than normal?  
2. Are the medications I choose working or 

not? 
 
How to test for this disease? We recommend 
taking an ear notch (piece of skin) and sending it 
to the lab to test for the virus. If positive, we rec-
ommend isolation and retest the calf and the 
dam, if possible, or euthanize the calf. These 
calves are “Typhoid Mary” in your barn. The per-

son with the fever in your kid’s classroom who 
did not stay home. “I feel fine” Now everyone is 
sick. 
 
Other recommendations include looking at your 
vaccine strategy for your adult cattle and 
youngstock. There are several types of BVDv and 
some vaccines are more effective at this current 
strain than others. Ask your veterinarian about 
your vaccine program. 
 

F.A.R.M. 4.0 Highlight Changes 

Here at Thumb Veterinary Services we have 
made the updates to our base protocol forms. 
Please take the time to go through your protocol 
book with your veterinarian to stay current.  
Evaluators will question employees on what 
their protocols are. In writing needs to be in ac-
tion. 
 
1. 3RD PARTY EVALUATORS WILL MAKE AN AP-
POINTMENT. NO ONE WILL SHOW UP UNAN-
NOUNCED.  
2. Annual signature from veterinarian from VCPR 
(Not every 3 years like before) 
3. Herd Health Plan reviewed annually by  

veterinarian 

4. All employees (anyone who gets a W2) have 
to sign an animal care agreement and have ani-
mal handling training. 

 a) Family members over 18 years of age 
must sign an animal care agreement. 
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5. Calves over 3 days of age must have water 
available. 

6. Calves must be debudded less than 8 weeks 
of age and must use pain medications, examples 
lidocaine for anesthesia (numbing) or meloxi-
cam (anti-inflammatory pills). 

7. 95% of cows must have normal tails (not bro-
ken), 100 cows will be scored. 

 

As good stewards and caretakers of our animals, 
these changes continue to ensure those that 
buy our product that we do take the BEST care 
of our animals and WILL continually strive to be 
the best. We must take these challenges as op-
portunities to seek out how to make ourselves 
better and thus the animals and their products 
will be better as well.  
We can help you meet your FARM 4.0  
requirements. On farm and in clinic meetings 
are available. 
 
Small Ruminant Corner: 
As we enter lambing and kidding season,  
remember your CD&T boosters on your ewes 
and nannies. You can stop by the clinic to pick up 
CD&T or call us about our dropship program. 

 
February in clinic Meeting: 
Treating Calf Diarrhea—using Dr. Geoff Smith’s 
latest research 
February 19th 1:30 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. * 

March in clinic Meeting: 
Animal handling workshop 
March 4th 1:30 p.m. and 5:00 pm* 
*(minimum of 4 per 5 pm meeting) 

 

To RSVP to either meeting, please call the clinic 

(810) 376-2425, text (810) 404-9320 or email 

cowvet@thumbvets.com.  
 

Dropship Program: 

If you are not participating in our dropship pro-

gram already, give us a call for details! With 

dropship you can get vaccines, antibiotics, and 

much more shipped directly to your farm at very 

competitive prices.  If you have questions please 

email Chylie at  

chylies@thumbvets.com or call (810) 376-2425 

ext. 106.  

Backorder Items: 

Piruse   LA/OT 100 & 200 

Tomorrow   Toxiban 

Sulfamed   Long Acting Penicililin 

 

Don’t forget it is Valentine’s Day 

on the 14th!!  
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